To Whom It May Concern,

As a cybersecurity consultant, U.S. Army veteran, and lifelong problem solver, | bring a rare
combination of hands-on technical skill, operational grit, and people-first leadership to every role
| take on. Whether I’'m hardening networks, leading outreach initiatives, or simulating real-world
cyberattacks in a lab, my approach remains the same: mission-first, results-driven, and grounded
in integrity.

| earned my Bachelor of Science in Cybersecurity from Oregon Institute of Technology and have
since led assessments, pen tests, and infrastructure improvements for businesses looking to
secure their environments and align with frameworks like NIST 800-53, CIS, and ISO 27001. I’'m
equally comfortable analyzing logs in a SIEM, scripting in Python or Bash, or sitting across from a
non-technical stakeholder to translate findings into business-impact terms.

But what really sets me apartis the range of my background. I’ve served in combat, rebuilt
infrastructure, led veteran support efforts, and rolled up my sleeves on a CNC machine floor. I’'ve
lived the value of hard work, trust, and resilience — and | bring those values to every team | join. |
don’tjust fill a seat; | make things better.

If you’re looking for someone who can bridge the gap between blue-collar toughness and
cybersecurity sophistication — someone who can jump in, adapt, and deliver results — I’d love
the opportunity to speak with you. Thank you for considering my application. | look forward to the
chance to contribute to your mission.

Respectfully,
Aaron Barkley
aaronjamesbarkley@gmail.com

503-502-9017

Molalla, OR
www.linkedin.com/in/aaron-j-barkley



